Unusual aspirations in fire death.
In fire death cases the usual aspiration in the trachea and bronchi is soot, and this provides indisputable evidence that the decedent had inhaled smoke and had thus been alive in the fire. In some fire death cases, however, fire fighting material such as water or the material in the fire extinguisher, or some foreign bodies such as small metallic pieces of the melted window-frame, may be seen in the trachea and bronchi, and these unusual aspirations may provide the evidence that the decedent had been alive for a while in the flame.